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Assistive Technology Devices 
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What is Assistive Technology?  
Devices 

Any item, piece of equipment, or 
product system, whether acquired 

commercially, modified or 
customized, that is used to increase, 
maintain, or improve the functional 

capacities of a child with a disability. 
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• Seating and Positioning 
• Manual Mobility 
• Power Mobility 
• Mobility Aids 

• Assistive Listening 
• Communication 
• Leisure/Recreation (Play) 
• Self Care/ADL 
• Learning Aids 
• Environmental Controls 
• Vision Aids 

 
 
 

 

 



Does the child have 
 a disability or a  

significant delay in Is  
the area of  

development ?  
YES 

Is this a device or 
adapted material? 

 
YES 

Can the child perform  
the skill oCnanly w  ith the 

 device or adapted material? 
YES 

The 3 YES Conditions of AT 
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Environment – Adaptive 
Equipment  
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Adaptive Equipment: Seating & 
Positioning   

High Tech  Low Tech  

7 
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Positioning  
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Low Tech  

10 
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Higher Tech  
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Highest Tech  
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Mobility Aids  
Manual  

Powered 
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Communication  



AT  
Socialization 
Communication 
Getting Around 
Use of Arms & 
Hands 

AAC 
Sign  
Picture Exchange 
Picture Board 
Single Switch 
Voice Output 

 

A word about Assistive Technology (AT) and 
Augmentative & Alternative Communication (AAC) 
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Adaptive Devices 

High TechLow Tech 
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Mid Tech  

Low Tech  



Low Tech  



PIN Assistive Technology (AT) Booklet 2015 26 

Adaptive Devices – Communication  
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Adaptive Devices  
Leisure & Recreation 

Play  
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Low Tech  
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Low Tech  



Low Tech Magnetic Blocks  
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Low Tech  
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What can you do with a switch? 

• Play 
• Cook 
• Write 
• Talk 
• Draw  
• Color 
• Read 
• And more…… 
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What can you do with a tablet?  
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Adaptive Devices – Self Care 
Environmental Control 
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ADAPTATIONS & AT ARE ---- 
Strategies /Interventions/Methods 

used by professionals and family 
members  to increase  

Child Participation & Learning 
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Resources  

Tnt.asu.edu  
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Compiled by CFSRP, Thomas Jefferson University 
130 S. 9th Street, Edison 633 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Philadelphia Inclusion Network (PIN) 
CARA’s Kit (Milbourne & Campbell, 2007; Campbell, Milbourne, Kennedy, 

2012) 

http://jeffline.jefferson.edu/cfsrp 
2015 
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All PIN materials are available for downloading  http://jeffline.jefferson.edu/cfsrp/childcare-early.htm 

Please cite the full PIN Series materials as:  
Campbell, P. H., Milbourne, S.A. & Wilson, C. A. (2015).  Philadelphia Inclusion Network Training  
Series, Revised.  Philadelphia, CFSRP, Thomas Jefferson University.  

To cite an individual module, use the same authors with the title of the module (e.g., Campbell, P. H., 
Milbourne, S.A. & Wilson, C. A. (2015).  Welcoming all children (Module 1).  Philadelphia Inclusion 
Network Training  Series, Revised.  Philadelphia, CFSRP, Thomas Jefferson University.  

The PIN Training Series emphasizes inclusion of children with disabilities, challenging 
behavior, and other participation and learning needs and the use of environmental 
strategies to structure children’s physical, temporal and social environments, including: 
1. Welcoming All Children
2. Promoting Development & Learning
3. Promoting Full Participation
4. PROMOTING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

4A. Positive Behavior Support 
4B. Teachers As Coaches 
4C. Challenging Behaviors and Personalities 
4D. Children with ASD 

5. STRUCTURING THE ENVIRONMENT
5A. Adaptation & Accommodation
5B. CARA's Kit
5C. Visual Supports
5D. Assistive Technology

6. Individualizing for Families
7. Early Intervention
8. Child Portfolio – ALL ABOUT ME

Over more than 20 years, many child care, early intervention, and preschool staff as well as parents of 
children with disabilities have contributed ideas for content and training activities.  We especially thank 
Patricia Benvenuto, Lalita Boykin, Natalie Feller, Alexis Kennedy, Susan Kershman, Ameya Krishnannn,  
Lillian McCuen, Robin Miller,  Elyse Rosen, Christine Silverman, Francine Warton, Terry Waslow,  and 
parents  Mary Mikus, Margie Nash, Jean Ann Vogelman, and other families who work for their children 
to be part of inclusive communities.  
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